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Living and nurturing Catholic values while achieving academic excellence 

A moment of reflection from Father…. 

As I re-read the classical work, The Lord of the Rings, quotations come to 
mind from J.R.R. Tolkien, the author of the work and a devout Catholic 
man. He wrote these words in letters his children and close friends: 

 

"I fell in love with the Blessed Sacrament from the beginning - and by the 
mercy of God never have fallen out again: but alas! I indeed did not live up to 
it. I brought you all up ill and talked to you too little. Out of wickedness and 
sloth I almost ceased to practice my religion...but the never ceasing silent ap-
peal of the Tabernacle, and the sense of starving hunger..." 

 

"Out of the darkness of my life, so much frustrated, I put before you the one 
great thing to love on earth: the Blessed Sacrament ... There you will find ro-
mance, glory, honour, fidelity, and the true way of all your loves on earth..."  

 

"I find it for myself difficult to believe that anyone who has ever been to Com-
munion, even once, with at least the right intention, can ever again reject Him 
without grave blame. The only cure for sagging or fainting faith is Communion. 
Though always Itself, perfect and complete and inviolate, the Blessed Sacra-
ment does not operate completely and once for all in any of us. Like the act of 
Faith it must be continuous and grow by exercise. Frequency is of the highest 
effect. Several times a week is more nourishing than seven times at intervals..." 

Note from the Principal….. 

 As we busily prepare for our much anticipated Catholic Schools’ Week, a few 
“thank you’s” are in order!  To the Tsui family who graciously donated then in-
stalled carpet in the preschool rooms; to the faculty who gave up their collective 
day off to be here for cleanup and installation; to Misters Tsui, Fortin, Emmett, 
Sanders and Blake, the “paintinest” dads around; to Sam Cohee, an alum who 
gave us his Saturday; and to anyone else I missed who showed up after I left!  
Please come see how well the preschool rooms are coming along, and don’t 
miss our evolving “curb appeal.” Man, it’s hard to paint in the rain! 
We are concentrating on our library this month with a focus on books involving 
our faith.  If you or someone you know has any books worth donating—saint 
profiles, papal resources, Religious fiction, or stories for the little ones—just 
bring them to our office anytime and we will put them to good use! You’ve 
heard of a “reference section”?  We’re working on our “Reverence Section!” 
We had a successful meeting at Spiritus Sanctus Academy last week, and Sister 
Maximilian, Father Leatherby and I now look forward to hosting a “State of the 
School” evening here in February.  We would like to keep our parents informed 
as to what next year looks like, discuss our standardized testing results, talk 
budget, and get a feel for where we stand this year as we plan for the next year.  
This will be a great time for you to meet Sister Maximilian as well.  A date and 
more information will follow shortly.  
Lastly don’t forget to come to Open House on Sunday, January 31; Mass is at 
10:30, and the school opens its doors from 11:30 to 2:30.  Enjoy our art and aca-
demic displays!  Then Friday is Special Persons’ Day where students bring their 
important people to enjoy a day at school with them.  See you there! 

Notes from the Office….. 
 The Booster Club will be raffling a ACER As-
ǇƛǊŜ hƴŜ млέ ƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
Neoprene carrying case at Msgr. Higgins Me-
morial basketball Tournament..  Tickets will 
be $5 each or $20 for 5 tickets.  Tickets will 
be sold in the office, after weekend Masses, 
and at the tournament.  Winning raffle ticket 
will be drawn at the championship game.  All 
proceeds will go to our athletic pro-
gram.  Winner need not be present to win.  

Presentation School Catholic Schools 
Week  January 31st ςFebruary 5th  
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Sunday, Jan. 31st: Mass @ 10:30 Student 
Council  OPEN HOUSE 11:30 – 2:30 

 

Monday, Feb 1st :  Community 
$1 for jeans: The proceeds will be do-

nated to Raley’s and Bel Air “Food for 
Families.” 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 2nd : Students 
Special treat to students: Pajama Day 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 3rd :  Nation 
Students are invited to wear Red, White 
 and Blue 

 Dollars for Doughnuts: The proceeds will 
go Catholic Relief Services for Haiti Relief 
(Donations welcome: checks payable to 
Presentation School… memo Haiti) 

 

Thursday, Feb 4th :  Vocations 

Grades Pre-4th make thank you cards for 
Father Leatherby/some of the guest 
speakers may stop by classrooms 

Grades 5th-8th guest speakers at 9:00 
A.M. Sr. Maximillian/Carson and Re-
becca Webber/ Father Phil  

 

Friday, Feb 5th: Faculty, Staff and Volunteers 
Mass at 8:15 ~ 7th grade  
After Mass 9:30-10:00 “Special Persons” 

are invited to the café for water, cof-
fee, and cookies  

“Special Persons Day” students invite a 
grandparent/godparent/parent to tour 
the classrooms. Early Dismissal at 
12:15 



Preschool - Mrs. Murphy 
Our science unit continues to be a highlight of the year.  What a BLAST we are having mixing colors, making rainbows and learning 
about primary and secondary colors.  This week is going to be out of this world talking about the Solar System.  We will learn a 
song to help us remember the names of the planets and also make a solar system mobile.  The zoophonics friend will be Missy 
Mouse for the letter 'M'.  In Religion we will discuss the baptism of Jesus.  We are going to Mass on Thursday this week; please 
come a few minutes early to school.  We will be walking over to the church by 7:55.  The 'Little Chefs' will cook Mini Mouse 
Munchies on Wednesday.  On January 30th, Presentation School is having a Crab Feed; our largest fundraiser of the year.  Please 
join us for a night of great food, great music, and a great auction.  Tickets are $45 per person and can be purchased after Masses or 
in our school office.  Come join the fun and get a chance to see your children's artwork and meet new families!   

 

 Kindergarten - Mrs. Franklin 
There are many important events coming up at our school. First, the Crab Feed is on Saturday, January 30th. Our auction item will 
be a clock with the students’ pictures representing the hours. The following day the 10:30 Mass will kick off Catholic School’s 
Week. After Mass we are having Open House. The children’s work will be displayed in the classroom. Each day of the school week 
we will have a specific theme. Friday, February 5th, is Special Guest Day. Please invite a special guest to visit your child at school. 
We are selling Presentation coffee mugs for $5. You may want to consider purchasing one for your child to give at the visit. This 
week in Religion our chapter is called, “God the Father Gives Us Jesus.” We will finish our “Stick to It” unit in language arts. How-
ever, this theme will be continued through out the rest of the year. We will also study social justice through learning about Martin 
Luther King Jr. We are beginning a new unit in math called, “More Addition and Subtraction.” In science we will learn about the 
ocean. Have a great week! 
 

First Grade - Mrs. Kretz 
 We have a short but very busy week. We will learn about the sacrament of baptism this week. Our language arts unit about 
“Weather” will be completed. Math will focus on reading and writing numbers 1-100. This week’s homework will be math only. 
Please study the high frequency word list and remember to read every night. No spelling due to the short week. 
 

Second Grade - Mrs. Bardin 
I hope you had a relaxing weekend.  The children played so well in their basketball games on Saturday.  This seems to be review 
week as we end the units in both Religion and math. This week the story, “How Guinea Fowl Got Her Spots,” is a tale of how an 
animal acquired a particular camouflage.  This story allows the children to do creative story writing on an animal of their choice 
and the acquisition of an adaptive survival trait.  The children have also been learning in science about the physical characteristics 
of a predator vs. prey.   Please send in this week papers tubes of any kind:  toilet paper rolls, paper towel rolls, and Fed Ex rolls.  
Thank you for your assistance. 

Third Grade - Mrs. Foucek 
Congratulations to Andrew Nguyen and Marley Foote. They are our first members of 12’s Club this year.   In Religion we continue 
to learn about the seven sacraments as the special signs of God’s love. In math we are starting the chapter on perimeter and area. 
Keep studying the multiplication facts. Our final story in the “Money” unit is titled, “Uncle Jed’s Barbershop.” We are finishing up 
our chapter on the Navajo, and there will be a test on Wednesday. Remember the Native American file folder project is due Friday, 
January 29th.  We will continue to learn about the sun and its family. The moon journal project has been postponed due to the 
weather.  
 

Fourth Grade - Mrs. Baggett 

Hello everyone!  In Religion we are finishing chapter 15 and will have our test on Wednesday. In language arts we are read-
ing about the California Aqueduct, working with comparatives and superlatives, and learning about spelling words with the inflec-
tional ending -ing, the Latin root-prim, and contractions. In math we have a quiz on Wednesday for C12 lessons 3-5 and have the 
chapter test on Thursday. In social studies we are learning about the "California Gold Rush." In science we are electricity.  We 
are leaving at 8:40  for our field trip to the Discovery Museum (archaeological dig) on Friday. Students should bring a bag lunch and 
wear clothes that they can get dirty in. Students will not be assigned another book report until February because they are working 
on their California History Project which is due Friday, Jan. 29th. Have a wonderful week! 
     

Fifth Grade - Mrs. Boyle 
Have I told you recently how much I enjoy your children?  Thank you for sharing them with me!  With that said, this week is our 
science fieldtrip to Discovery Museum.  We will leave at 8:30 A.M. and return at 1:30 P.M..  In Religion we are learning about for-
giveness through the sacrament of Reconciliation. The test will be on Friday.  In math we are subtracting mixed numbers.  We be-
gin a new Unit (Our Corner of The Universe) in reading this week.  Our first story is “The Universe.”    In science we finish chapter 7 
this week with a test on Thursday.  In social studies we learn about the Seven Years’ War.   State report rubrics went home last 
week.  The outline, maps, pictures, and bibliography are due January 29.  The completed report is due February 11.  Have a won-
derful week! 

Teacher’s Weekly Update  



 

Junior High Math and Science - Mrs. Donahue 
 This week sees us beginning chapter 10 collectively in science, with labs to boot.   6th grade will give us very timely demonstra-
tions of natural disasters, 7th will focus on classifications, and 8th grade continues with energy.  In math we will continue with 
our review of fractions, decimals and percentages.  No math homework tonight (Tuesday), but the rest of the week is as usual.  
NO MATH LAB FOR 5TH-7TH THIS WEEK AS WE CONCENTRATE ON 8TH GRADE READINESS FOR THE CHSPT.  In Religion we continue 
with chapter 10 and the Book of Joshua—exciting stuff which begs the question, “Why do we keep doing what we are not sup-
posed to do?” 

     Junior High Social Studies and P.E. - Mr. Maestretti 
  7th grade will delve into the Mongols, the great horseman warriors led by Genghis Khan in social studies.  We will 
make a “yurt”, which is a tent-like structure the Mongols used for shelter.  7th Religion will continue with the Paschal Mysteries 
of Jesus and will focus on His Resurrection and Ascension.  There will be a test on Friday on Chapter 10. 
 6th grade social studies will work on our unit on Ancient Egypt.  We will have a quiz on chapter 7 on Thursday. 
 8th grade will be examining the Industrial Revolution and the affect it had on the U.S. in the 19th Century. 
 All grades will have a D.O.G. map test on Friday.  All grades will finish all of unit 8 in spelling and vocabulary tests next 
week. 
 Go Panthers!! 
  

 Junior High Language Arts  - Mrs. Casagrande  
   Welcome back everyone.   I hope you had a nice weekend.  Please send in the permission slips for the crab 

feed servers.  Thank you. 

We have our great Presentation Mugs ï remember to buy one for Special Persons Day on Friday, February 5, 2010.  You 

purchase it and your student can write a special card with a ribbon for the special guest they have coming that day! 

 RELIGION  - 8th grade -We will work in the computer lab Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday mornings on St. Reports, and 

Wisdom and Integrity papers.  If time we will complete chapter 5 and have the test next Tuesday, January 26, 2010. 

  6th, 7th, and 8th Grades Language Arts  

 In ENGLISH  - There will be no DOLôs this week.  I will see the 6th and 7th grades for about an hour each day, and much 

of this time will be in the computer lab finishing projects.  I will spend most of my class time preparing the 8th grade for the 

CHSPT, which will be this Saturday. 

 8th GRADE LITERATURE  ï To Kill A Mockingbird - we will begin this novel next week.  We will be working on our 

book reports in the computer lab next week also.  Please make sure that your child has their notes with them.  Thank you. 

  7
th

 GRADE LITERATURE - The Last of the Mohicans - Tomorrow I will finish giving them the notes for the Introduc-

tion test, which they will have next Tuesday, January 26, 2010. We will continue our work in the lab on the book reports.  They 

can also work on this project on Criterion from home.  If they say they donôt have any homework, please remind them they al-

ways have this to work on.  Thanks 

 6th GRADE LITERATURE - Dragonwings - They will finish Chapter 6 questions and begin reading chapter 7 and 

work on questions. We will continue our work in the lab on the book reports.  They should be able to work on them from home 

this week so please remind them of this when they say they have no homework.  Thanks 

  We have Mass this Wednesday so please have your child to school by 7:55 A.M.  Have a great week and thank you 

for all you do. 

 

Art Classes - Mrs. Whalen 
We will continue to work towards completing projects for the Art Show.  PLEASE VOLUNTEER TO HELP BAKE COOKIES FOR THE 
ART SHOW IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO WORK DURING THE DAY FOR SET UP. 

P ****************************   
 

 

 

Teacher’s Weekly Update Continued 

The School Library is in need of faith focused 
books.  You can donate in the school or  

parish office.  Any questions please contact the  
office at 482-0351. 



Hello Sport Fans:  
  

Thank you to all of you that have volun-
teered to help us with our tournament 
this weekend. We still need a little help 
with our Boys' Varsity Competivitive 
Tournament which begins thing Satur-
day, Jan. 23rd and goes through January 
25th. Parents who have girls that 
play basketball are expected to 
help work this tournament. Please let 
me know when you would like to work. 
We need your help to make this success-
ful! Our tournaments are great fundrais-
ers as well as community builders. Work-
ing the tournaments is fun! We need 
snackbar workers, scorers, gate workers, 
and raffle ticket sellers. All proceeds go 
to our Booster Club which provides uni-
forms and equipment for our athletes. 
Please email me at 
kbaggett@presentationschool.net if you 
can help! Thank you so much for your 
support! 
   
Little Dribblers play this week at OLA. 
The games start at 9:00 am with 3/4th 
girls, 10:00 with 2nd girls, 11:00 with 1st 
girls, 12:00 1st boys, 1:00 2nd boys, 2:00 
3rd boys, & 3:00 4th boys. 

  

Grades 5-8, please be sure to check the 
following PAL website for game changes 
periodically: boys web-
site  www.jhssac.org , go to admissions, 
go to PAL, go to basketball, & then to 
either varsity rec (7/8th boys), JV Rec. 
green (6th) & JV Rec. white (5th) & girls 
website www.girlspaleague.com, go to 
either Varsity Competitive for 8th girls 
or JV Competitive for 
5/6th girls.    
  

Happy Sweating, 
  

Mrs. Kathleen Baggett 

PAL NEWS 
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Jan 23 @ OLA 
Jan 30 @ Holy Spirit 
Feb 6 @ Presentation vs.  SJ Vianney 
Feb 13 @ St. Alban 
Feb 13 @ St. Ignatius 
Feb. 27 @ Presentation vs. John Paul II 
March 6 NO GAME 
 
Game times are as follows: 
 
9:00 A.M. 3rd/4th  girls   
10:00 A.M. 2nd girls   
11:00 P.M. 1st girls    
12:00 P.M. 1st boys   
1:00 P.M. 2nd boys   
2:00 P.M. 3rd boys   
3:00 P.M. 4th boys  

GOT SCRIP? 
 

HOLIDAY SCRIP:  We still have some holiday scrip left in stock.  Check in the 
office if you are interested in the following gift cards- supply limited: 

Barnes & Noble  $25 cards 

Borders  $25 cards 

Claires  $10 cards 

Starbucks  $10 cards 

  

SCRIP YEAR:  Ends Feb 28, 2010... stock up on scrip TODAY!  Get in those last 
few dollars of profit before next year's registration.  Profit reports through 
Dec 31 will be coming home with your child early this week. 
  
NOW IN STOCK:  Whole Foods gift cards in $25 & $100 denominations. 
  
SCRIP VOLUNTEERS:  Interested in being a part of the scrip team?  Email 
Diana Jimenez @ djimenez@prodigy.net to see how you can help!  
  
Thank you for your support of our scrip program!    

Adult Bible Study: 
The Gospel of John 

6:45 pm to 8:15 pm Tuesday Evenings  
at the school in  room 6. 

All are welcome to attend a 12 week session each Tuesday 
evening beginning February 2nd to April 27th  

presented by Marlene Dederick. 
Register at the first meeting. Fee: 

 $20.00 to cover materials. 
For more information call Marlene at 206-6338 
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