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Living and nurturing Catholic values while achieving academic excellence 

A moment of reflection from Father…. 

On this Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, nothing would be more 
fitting than a few words from the apostle himself: 

 

"May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world" (Gal. 
6:14) 

 

"But he said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.' Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me" (2 Cor. 12:9). 

 

"For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not use your free-
dom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love be servants of 
one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, "You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself" (Gal. 5:13-14) 

 

"If I have all faith, so as to move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to be burned, 
but have not love, I gain nothing" (1 Cor. 13:3-4) 

Note from the Principal….. 

Things are happening!  I can’t wait for our Crab Feed—can you?  Topo 
Padilla and Beth Smith, along with their committees, are working around 
the clock now to put together a fun-filled evening for our families and 
friends.  Come out of your “shell” and “sea” what they’ve planned!  
Why?  Be-“claws”!  We are also planning for a great Open House, wel-
coming our own families and introducing new ones.  Be sure to join us 
for Mass on Sunday the 31st at 10:30, then meander over (yes, I said me-
ander—no need to hurry) to our classrooms.  Student Council will be 
there to give new families tours of the grounds, and Boosters and PPG 
will also be visible to welcome and inform.  Our students have worked 
hard to create displays and artifacts, so please come and be entertained! 
February sees us as a very busy school!  We have a couple of new pro-
grams on the horizon, and we will be introducing them at our State of 
the School Meeting in February (date TBA) at 7:00 P.M. (6:30 meet and 
greet).  Please come and receive information about next year, be in-
formed regarding our standardized testing scores, and meet next year’s 
principal, Sister Maximilian Marie. 
See you at Mass, 
Carrie Donahue 

Notes from the Office….. 
Letter of Intent forms need to be returned to 
the office by Friday, January 29, 2009.  
 

The period to apply for financial aid is Febru-
ary 1—19.  Please apply at  
www.factstutionaid.com.    
 

Registration packets will be sent home in the 
middle of March.  Open registration for re-
turning and new families will be Thursday, 
March 25, 2009. 

Presentation School Catholic Schools 
Week  January 31st –February 5th  

“Dividends for Life” 
 

Sunday, Jan. 31st: Mass @ 10:30 Student 
Council  OPEN HOUSE 11:30 – 2:30 

 

Monday, Feb 1st :  Community 
$1 for jeans: The proceeds will be donated 

to Raley’s and Bel Air “Food for Fami-
lies.” 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 2nd : Students 
Special treat to students: Pajama Day 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 3rd :  Nation 
Students are invited to wear Red, White 
 and Blue 

 Dollars for Doughnuts: The proceeds will 
go Catholic Relief Services for Haiti Relief 
(Donations welcome: checks payable to 
Presentation School… memo Haiti) 

 

Thursday, Feb 4th :  Vocations 

Grades Pre-4th make thank you cards for 
Father Leatherby/some of the guest 
speakers may stop by classrooms 

Grades 5th-8th guest speakers at 9:00 A.M. 
Sr. Maximillian/Carson and Rebecca 
Webber/ Father Phil  

 

Friday, Feb 5th: Faculty, Staff, and Volunteers 
Mass at 8:15 ~ 7th grade  
After Mass 9:30-10:00 “Special Persons” 

are invited to the café for water, coffee, 
and cookies  

“Special Persons Day;” students invite a 
grandparent/godparent/parent/special 
person to tour the classrooms. Early 
Dismissal at 12:15 



Preschool - Mrs. Murphy 
I am continually impressed by our preschoolers; they ROCK!  Our Busy Bees are well ahead of the game with their readers.  Can 
you imagine  4 year olds reading?  They are amazing!  This week we end our exciting unit of science.  We will be making scientific 
goggles and decorating beakers and test tubes along with the ever fun experiment of making SLIME!  The Early Readers will be 
working on their third book:  "Dot."  Homework this week consists of are words that end in  “-ill.”  Our phonics pal of the week is 
Nigel Night Owl and the letter 'N'.  The Little Chefs will be making Nachos on Thursday.  In Religion we are talking about the 12 
Disciples of Jesus.  We are going to Mass on Tuesday this week, so please arrive a few minutes early.  The preschoolers are doing 
such a great job listening  at Mass! A big WELCOME to our new friends Amaya, Juliette, and Logan!  Have a fantastic week, 
*****Mrs. Murphy, Mrs. Tsui & Mrs. Lee 
 

 Kindergarten - Mrs. Franklin 
Attention parents: please make sure your children do their homework beautifully this week. I will be displaying it for Open House 
this Sunday. In Religion this week we will learn that Jesus grew up in Nazareth. We are starting a new unit in language arts called 
“My Shadow.” The sounds of /j/ & /f/ will be introduced. We will be learning about writing cards. In math we will continue learning 
about addition and subtraction. In science we are learning about the Earth. This is a wonderful class. I received many compliments 
last week about how well behaved they are. Thank you for all of your support and prayers when I was out. Things are going well. 
Have a great week! 
 

First Grade - Mrs. Kretz 
 A huge thank you to Mr. Emmett! In the rain he transformed Mary’s Grotto. Last weekend he painted in first grade and preschool. 
Thank you Mr.Emmett for all your hard work and dedication to our school. In Religion we will learn how to make choices as chil-
dren of God. We will also learn about the life of Mary our Blessed Mother. Language Arts will cover the oa/ ow sounds, capital let-
ters, and how to use commas. Math will cover counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s. Science lessons will be about night skies and stars.   
The first graders are in need of snacks for recess.  Please send in a box of your child’s favorite snack!  Thank you! 

Second Grade - Mrs. Bardin 
The story this week, “How to Hide an Octopus and Other Sea Creatures,” investigates the camouflage techniques of sea creatures.  
The students will complete the animal stories this week.  They have also been learning about story elements to better improve 
their writing skills.  The phonics and spelling is “short oo,” the word analysis is the prefixes “dis” and “un,” and the language me-
chanics excersize is “pronouns.”  We begin our subtraction facts and learning about shapes in math.  We will be painting the ani-
mals they made last week, so please send in an old shirt.  Each student will need a shoe box for the animal habitat we will be mak-
ing.  We will be visiting Effie Yeaw on Thursday.  Please continue practicing the addition facts.  The children earned free dress for 
Wednesday. Thank you for your assistance. 

Third Grade - Mrs. Foucek 
Welcome to another week in 3rd grade. In Religion we will continue to learn about the Sacrament of the Eucharist. In math we are 
finishing up chapter 10, area and perimeter. The test will be on Wednesday. Continue to quiz multiplication facts. In reading we 
are beginning a new unit titled, “Earth, Moon, and Sun.” Our first story is titled, “Sun.” In social studies we are beginning a new 
chapter that will teach us about the first settlers. In science we continue to learn about the sun and its family. This week we will 
concentrate on the lunar cycle.  A couple of needs: a few more parents to drive on the field trip next week; a ream of brightly col-
ored computer paper; items for my store (prizes big or small for good behavior). Finally, I hope to see you all at the Crab Feed and 
Open House.  

Fourth Grade - Mrs. Baggett 

Hello everyone!  In Religion we are finishing chapter 16 on the fifth commandment, and we will have our test on Wednesday. In 
language arts we are reviewing unit 3 and will have our test on Friday. In math we are working on long division. We have a quiz on 
Tuesday and another on Thursday. We will have our test next Tuesday. In social studies we will have our chapter 5 test Tuesday. In 
science we are learning about electricity.  Our field trip to the Discovery Museum (archaeological dig) was rescheduled for Mon-
day, February 8th.  Our California History Project is due this Friday, Jan. 29th. Looking forward to seeing all of you on Sunday at our 
Open House after the 10:30 Mass.  God's Blessings,  Mrs. Kathleen Baggett 
     

Fifth Grade - Mrs. Boyle 
Hello fifth grade families!  Welcome to a busy week!  Part #1 of the State Report is due on Friday.  In Religion we learn about the 
parts of the Sacrament of Reconciliation and also about the importance of a daily examination of conscience.  Students are asked 
to examine their consciences every night and think about how they can do better the next day.  In math we have a chapter 9 test 
on Tuesday, and then in chapter 10 we will be multiplying whole numbers, mixed numbers, and fractions. For writing we are work-
ing on persuasive letters.  Our story in reading is, “Circles, Squares and Daggers – How Native Americans Watched the Skies.”  The 
social studies test is on Thursday. In science we begin a new chapter titled, “Earth’s Air, Water & Energy.”  Have a wonderful week! 
 
 

Teacher’s Weekly Update  



Junior High Math and Science - Mrs. Donahue 
 This week finds us readying our classroom for Open House.  All levels will have tests in math on Wednesday, science 
chapter 10 on Thursday, and Religion chapter 10 (6th grade) also on Thursday.  8th grade will work on their compound machine 
demonstrations (taking place on Tuesday) 7th grade will begin their Galapagos Island lab on Monday (due next week) and 6th 
grade will begin their Emergency Preparedness pamphlets on Monday (due Friday).  It’s a busy week, but a great one!  Thanks 
go to Victoria Contreras, Santos Ortiz’ mom, for her organizing our cool—or should I say hot—auction project.  We worked on 
tiles for a fire pit; need I say s’mores?  I know your kids sure can! See you at the Crab Feed! 
 Math lab resumes its normal schedule of Monday, Wednesday, and Friday for all levels 5-8. 
 

Junior High Social Studies and P.E. - Mr. Maestretti 
  7th grade Religion will continue our unit on the Paschal Mysteries of Jesus with a quiz on Thursday.  7th grade social 
studies will continue our unit on Asian civilizations focusing on the empires of the Indian sub-continent, China and Japan. 
 6th grade social studies will finish our look at the Ancient Egyptian Kingdoms.  The Chapter 7 test will be on Friday. 
 8th grade will conclude our examination of the Industrial Revolution. The Chapter 9 test is Friday. 
 All classes will complete part one of unit 9 spelling.  Definitions and C.T.S are due on Thursday.  No D.O.G. quiz this 
week. 
 Go Panthers!! 
  

 Junior High Language Arts  - Mrs. Casagrande  
  Welcome back everyone.   I hope the Catholic High School Placement Test went well for your child. Please send in the 

permission slips for the crab feed servers.  Thank you. 
Reminder – the 8th grade has their Confirmation Retreat this Wednesday, January 27, 2010, in the Nano Nagle Cen-

ter. 
We have our great Presentation Mugs – remember to buy one for Special Persons Day on Friday, February 5, 2010.  

You purchase it, and your student can write a special card with a ribbon for the special guest they have coming to visit that day! 
 RELIGION - 8th grade -We will work in the computer lab Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday mornings on St. Re-
ports, and Wisdom and Integrity papers. 
  6th, 7th, and 8th Grades Language Arts  
 In ENGLISH - They will do DOL Week 16 this week, and the test will be on Friday. There will be a Part II to this test con-
taining parsing of sentences. They will also have the review test for weeks 13 - 16 on Friday. 
 8th GRADE LITERATURE – To Kill A Mockingbird - We will begin this novel.  They will receive 50 vocabulary words which 
must be written in their notebooks.  This novel has some chapter tests and a cumulative final when we are finished with it.  For 
every chapter in which that we do not test.  Students will be required to do facts for that chapter in their notebooks. Thank you. 
  7th GRADE LITERATURE - The Last of the Mohicans - We will read chapters 1 and 2 this week and work on questions.  
They will take the Introduction Test tomorrow, Tuesday, January 26, 2010. We will continue our work in the lab on the book 
reports.  They can also work on this project on Criterion from home.  If they say they don’t have any homework, please remind 
them they always have this to work on.  Thanks 
 6th GRADE LITERATURE - Dragonwings - They will continue reading this novel.  This week I would hope to finish chap-
ters 7 and 8 and work on questions. We will continue our work in the lab on the book reports.  They should be able to work on 
them from home this week so please remind them of this when they say they have no homework.  Thanks 
  We have mass this Wednesday, so please have your child to school by 7:55 A.M.  Have a great week and thank you 
for all you do. 

 

Art Classes - Mrs. Whalen 
A big, "THANK YOU" to all the parents who have volunteered to help prepare for the Art Show. If you would like to make cookies 
and bring them to the room before Mass on January 31st at 10:30, I will be in my room to greet you at 10:00. I will plan to walk 
over to Mass at 10:20. Thank you for everything you do. The students are excited to show the work they have completed. 
 

****************************   
 

 

 

Teacher’s Weekly Update Continued 

Student Council: Mrs Donahue 
Thanks go out to our Executive Council for their exemplary behavior at the Right to Life Mass 

this last Friday.  Way to represent!  This week is a busy one for us, with plans for Open 
House, Sunday Mass, and Catholic Schools’ Week.  Please see this week’s list detailing our 
great activities for next week.  We will meet this week on BOTH TUESDAY AND FRIDAY AT 
LUNCH; Tuesday to plan out our responsibilities for next week and Friday to practice for 

Mass.  Student Council must be in Mass uniform for Sunday’s festivities, please! 



Hello Sport Fans:  

  

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all of 
you who helped us with our tournament 
this past weekend. We couldn’t have 
done it without you!  

 

Booster Club has a meeting this Thursday, 
Jan. 28th, at 6:00 P.M. in the fourth grade 
classroom! 

 

We still need a little help with our Girls' 
Varsity Competitive Tournament which 
begins Saturday, Feb. 20th, and goes 
through Mon., Feb. 22nd. Parents who 
have boys who play basketball are ex-
pected to help work this tournament; if 
you have a girl who plays basketball and 
you couldn’t help with the last tourna-
ment you need to work this one. We 
need your help to make this successful! 
Our tournaments are great fundraisers as 
well as community builders. Working the 
tournaments is fun! We need snackbar 
workers, scorers, gate workers, and raffle 
ticket sellers. All proceeds go to our 
Booster Club which provides uniforms and 
equipment for our athletes. Please email 
me at kbaggett@presentationschool.net if 
you can help! Thank you so much for your 
support! 

  

Little Dribblers play this week at Holy 
Spirit. The games start at 10:00 A.M. and 
are listed on the left. 

  

Grades 5-8, please be sure to check the 
following PAL website for game changes 
periodically: boys web-
site  www.jhssac.org , go to admissions, 
go to PAL, go to basketball, & then to 
either varsity rec (7/8th boys), JV Rec. 
green (6th) or JV Rec. white (5th)  girls 
website www.girlspaleague.com, go to 
either Varsity Competitive for 8th girls or 
JV Competitive for 5/6th 
girls.    
  

Happy Sweating, 
  

Mrs. Kathleen Baggett 

PAL NEWS 

Little Dribbler’s  
Basketball Schedule 

Jan 30 @ Holy Spirit 
Feb 6 @ Presentation vs.   
      SJ Vianney 
Feb 13 @ St. Alban 
Feb 13 @ St. Ignatius 
Feb. 27 @ Presentation vs.  
      John Paul II 
March 6     NO GAME 
Game times are as follows: 
 

10:00 A.M. 3rd/4th  girls   
11:00 A.M. 2nd girls   
12:00 P.M. 1st girls    
1:00 P.M. 1st boys   
2:00 P.M. 2nd boys   
3:00 P.M. 3rd boys   
4:00 P.M. 4th boys  

GOT SCRIP: 

  

Please review the updated scrip list on the school website and in the office 
and buy your last minute scrip before the fiscal year ends on February 28, 
2010.  Profit reports were unfortunately delayed; however, it is our hope to 
have them out by the end of this week.  Please feel free to email Diana 
Jimenez if you are anxious to find out what your fundraising profit is before 
the reports come out:  djimenez@prodigy.net. 

  

Some exciting updates: 

  

Whole Foods gift cards now available in $50 & $100 denominations 

In & Out Burger gift cards available for $10 at a 20% profit. 

Shell gas cards increased their profit contribution to 2.5% 

American Express offers cards in denominations of $25 & $200 - special    
        order only 

iTunes now offers cards in denominations of $15 & $25 - special order 
only 

  

Special orders, when submitted by Monday at 9 A.M., are usually ready to be 
picked up by Thursday at 3 P.M.  Please email Diana Jimenez if you miss the 
deadline.  You may just get lucky! 

  

Have you tried the Visa cards yet?  They are widely accepted and easy to 
use!  Offered in $25 and $100 denominations, keep one handy in your purse 
or wallet at all times!  Use it at a fast food restaurant, the doctor's office, the 
grocery store (if you run out of grocery scrip!), and many other establish-
ments!  They make a great gift, as well! 

  

Thank you for your continued support of Presentation's Scrip Program!  

Adult Bible Study: 
The Gospel of John 
6:45 pm to 8:15 pm  
Tuesday Evenings  

at the school in  room 6. 
All are welcome to attend a 12 week 

session each Tuesday evening  
beginning February 2nd to April 27th  

presented by Marlene Dederick. 
Register at the first meeting. Fee: 

 $20.00 to cover materials. 
For more information call Marlene at 

206-6338 

Catholics Come Home Classes 
We Miss You! The full, active, and joyous participation of every Catholic is a 
precious gift to our faith community.  As long as any Catholic is inactive or 

alienated from the Church, the Church remains incomplete.  We want all of 
our inactive brothers and sisters to return to the Church, so we can support 

each other on our common journey of faith. If you have questions about your 
faith or the Catholic Church please join us for our Catholics Come Home 

classes. Classes will begin next Tuesday, February 2nd, please call 482-8883 for 
more information. 
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