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Presentation Newsline

q p Presentation Catholic School * 3100 Norris Ave * Sacramento * CA 95821 November 30, 2009

Living and nurturing Catholic values while achieving academic excellence

A moment of reflection from Father....

My Dear Presentation Families,

Welcome back from Thanksgiving break. I hope you had a blessed week. For

me, the week has been overwhelmingly consoling and exciting. If you recall, before
departing for the break, I promised that I would have some news for you...

Do you remember when I asked you at Back to School Night to have the "faith of
Mary," to believe that Presentation would flourish anew? At that time I said, "It's
just going to take a little time." I was thinking "a little" in terms of "years." Well, I
now think that that time is going to come much more quickly than any of us could
have anticipated.

Over the break Mother Assumpta called me to confirm officially that she could
send Sisters to Presentation for the fall of 2010, not only in roles of teaching, but
also in the position of principal! My dear parents, Presentation will now have some-
thing to offer that is unique to all the schools in the area. The positive impact this
development will have on our school, church, and community is inestimable.

In the coming weeks and months, as the vision begins to unfold and everything falls
into place, Mrs. Donahue and I will keep you posted each step of the way. Please
continue to join us in prayer, that God's will may be accomplished and that Mother
Mary bring to full fruition the great blessings she has in store for our school.

Notes from the Office.....

Spelling Bee for grades 4-8, will be held
on Wednesday, December 2, at 10:00
A.M. in the gym.

Reconciliation for grades 3rd - 8th will
be on Thursday, December 3, 2009.

Make-Up Picture day has been resched-
uled for Friday, December 11, 2009.
Pictures will be mailed directly to your
home.

Friday, December 4, 2009, is a mini-
mum day with 12:15 P.M. dismissal.

There will be no school Mass on Friday,
December 4, instead the school body will
be celebrating Mass on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 8, 2009. This a Holy Day of Obliga-

In Jesus, through Mary, tion.
Fr. Jeremy Leatherby

Note from the Principal.....

Dear Families,

I hope you all had a wonderful break and are ready for the crazy, amazing, fun-filled, and quite possibly stress inducing

month of December. Please take a look at the dates highlighted in this edition of the newsline to prepare your busy families, and we
will take care to keep you informed. I have a few items to highlight this week: our sign-in sign-out procedures for Extended Care
and Mathlab have been updated, and adults are now required to sign their children out of these programs. If someone other than
you is to collect your child, please make arrangements with the school office for this to happen if you have not already done so.
Also a copy of our new school handbook went out with your oldest student on Friday; please read this handbook, sign the signature
page, and return this page to school this week. Finally I would like to thank everyone who helped make our very first junior high
dance a great success; Mr. and Mrs. Olson, Mr. and Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Garcia, Mr. Williams, Mrs. Love, Mr. Beile,
Miss. Perminder, Mrs. Bardin, and your awesome student council members were all here to the end to make sure this special effort
went well. We had our sister schools, Holy Family and St. Philomene’s, in attendance, and 130 tweens popped it, locked it, jerked
it, and put a ring on it. If you don’t know what any of that means, neither does Mr. Suarez. Anyway, many parents from our sister
schools commented that they felt so welcomed by our families and were appreciative of our efforts. Way to shine, Presentation!

Let’s now take that welcoming feeling and put it to work during Advent; there is much to do. Our 8" grade is having their
traditional “Backpacks for Mustard Seed” drive, and the rest of the school will be stuffing stockings for children in need. We will
bring our treasures to Mass on Friday, December 18, for an all school gathering. We will also have our Jesse Tree in the office;
please consider helping in this effort. Would you like to help the school with a donation? One great way is to buy a Home Depot
scrip card for the school; it’s not expensive, and it remains in the office to help out with needed repairs! Our library needs a new
coat of paint—we have supplies, but we need labor; any takers? Call the office. Over our break we will have carpets/flooring
cleaned; teachers could use some help closing up shop that last Friday after parties; anyone available? See your child’s teacher. In
January we will have a workday for parents and friends to work on some projects around campus; I have lunch donated, and I will
give you a date to put on your calendars next week.

These last two weeks have been filled with new responsibilities and information, but more importantly with good wishes and offers
of help. This truly is an amazing school, and I am grateful for Presentation every day. Thank You, God, for Fr. Leatherby, Fr.
Powers, Father Ricks, and Deacon Lawrence; thank You, God, for our beautiful and devoted families; thank You, God, for our car-
ing and dedicated faculty and staff; and thank You, God, for our Presentation community of parishioners; You bless us all so!

Carrie Donahue




Teacher’s Weekly Update

Kindergarten Readiness—Mrs. Murphy
How wonderful it is to see all your happy faces back at preschool! We are blessed to welcome Mrs. Georgette Tsui to our preschool
team. She will be the new teacher in the three year old classroom for the remainder of the school year. We wish Mrs. Hernandez
farewell and good luck in her future endeavors. This week in preschool brings Dee Dee Deer and the letter 'D'. In art we will make
handprint reindeers and a Dinosaur. In Religion we will be learning the Hail Mary prayer and reading stories leading up to the birth
of Jesus. Our Christmas Program will be held on Thursday, December 17 at 6:30 P.M. in the church. On December 18 we will have
a Birthday Party for Jesus; all are welcome to attend. Look for a party sign-up sheet in the classroom. December 18 is also a mini-
mum day for the entire school; preschool will end at noon. Happy Holiday Season!

Kindergarten - Mrs. Franklin
Wow! The children did an awesome job for our Thanksgiving Day feast and reenactment. We had a great turn-out. Thank you for all
of your support and help in making this a memorable day for the kindergartners. This week in Religion we will learn about Advent.
We will be learning about this joyous time for the next three weeks. In language arts the focus will be the sounds of /n/ and /I/. We
will continue our unit “By the Sea.” This week we will read the true story of Humphrey the whale. Our chapter in math is called
“Numbers 0-10.” With this unit we will continue to learn about addition. We will begin a new unit in science. For the next several
weeks we will be learning about animals. I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving. Have a great week!

First Grade - Mrs. Kretz
I hope everyone enjoyed the Thanksgiving holiday. December is almost here, and we have so much to do! Our Religion theme this
week is, “The Church Serves.” Math will focus on subtraction stories. We start a new language arts unit that teaches us about
neighborhoods. Writing will focus on personal stories. P.E. is on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Art is on Tuesday afternoon. Thank you
to my wonderful room mothers who organized a fantastic first grade feast for us. The children enjoyed dressing as Indians and eating
the variety of yuammy food dishes. We will take a quick trip the local public library on Wednesday! We will return before lunch.
Students have free dress on Wednesday. I will bring the children’s field trip shirts for them to wear. Charlie is looking forward to
visiting a first grade friend this weekend! Where will he go next?

Second Grade - Mrs. Bardin
Welcome back. I hope you had an enjoyable vacation. We are going to focus on family history and traditions this week with the
story, “Jalapeno Bagels.” Monday’s and Wednesday’s homework will be part of the research and writing that the students will be
doing in class. At the end of the week the students will read their family tradition paragraph with the class. The students are to
bring an article or food to show to or share with the class. The students will also work on their family trees. They will write de-
scriptions and add pictures to the tree. A field trip will go out this week along with an application for a library card. Fill out the
form, and send it back with the permission slip only if you want your child to have a library card if he or she does not already have
one. We will continue two digit additions in math and take a deeper look at the commandments in Religion. We will also start Ad-
vent. Help your child give extra help around the house and be more charitable as we prepare ourselves for Christmas.

Third Grade - Mrs. Foucek
Welcome back from what I hope was a restful and thankful break. In Religion we will be talking about Advent and continuing with
the different kinds of prayer. We will be going to Mass on our regularly scheduled Tuesday - no first Friday Mass. In math we will
have a chapter 7 test on Thursday. Keep studying the multiplication facts. In reading we are starting our next unit titled “Money.”
Our first story is titled, “It’s a Deal.” All spelling assignments and tests will be done in cursive starting today. In social studies we
are going to review chapter 4 and have a test on Wednesday. We will then start learning about the Cheyenne. In science we will re-
view the different types of body parts and start learning about the smaller body parts such as the cell. There will be a test on “Parts
of Living Things” on Friday.

Fourth Grade - Mrs. Baggett
Welcome back everyone! I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving vacation. This week in Religion we are learning about the 3™
commandment & Jesus’ family tree. We will prepare for our Mass that is next Tuesday, Dec. 8. In L.A. we are reading “The First
Californians”, learning about prepositions, the prefix co- and multiple meaning words. We will have our comprehension, vocabu-
lary, English, and spelling test on Friday. We will also have our chapter 9 math test on Friday. We are learning about function tables.
In science we are learning about how and what shapes the Earth’s surface. We will have a science quiz on Thursday. Have a great
week!

Fifth Grade - Mrs. Boyle
Welcome back! This week in Religion we will learn about the season of Advent. Our retreat to the Marello Youth Center on Tues-
day is also an Advent retreat. This will be a great start to the holy season! In math we are reviewing and testing on chapter 6. New
spelling and vocabulary words will go home today. Students should study these each night! Our spelling pretest is on Thurs-
day. Our new story this week is, “The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere.” This fits in perfectly with our social studies as we learn
about the birth of our great nation! Our new book reports will also follow an American theme. Students will choose a biography of
an American president to report on. The fantasy book report is due Friday. In social studies we are learning about the Puritans and
the New England Colonies (Chapter 8). For science we will wrap up Topic 2 - “Earths Changing Crust” with a quiz on Thurs-
day. Students should be spending time reviewing this topic for homework and should also be studying the science words. Have a
wonderful week and blessed Advent!




Teacher’s Weekly Update Continued

Junior High Math and Science - Mrs. Donahue
I hope you had a great week off with your families and friends, and welcome back to school! This week—and every week until
Christmas vacation—we will be working to solidify our studies during this hectic time. Please check your child’s progress on the
following: in science (all levels) DRW’s and notes are due Tuesday, KTQ’s on Wednesday, and chapter 7 tests on Thursday. In
math we will have homework assignments every night as well as begin our math projects this week. Each level will have surveys
to complete; these will consist of data collection, interpretation, and input, as well as predictions, percentages, and fractional com-
parisons. Excel-type spreadsheets and graphs will also be required for these projects. We will have time weekly in the computer
lab for our data requirements, but data gathering and manual calculations must come first. This assignment, although seemingly
involved, is actually a lot of fun, and it satisfies several state standards for math and technology.
6" grade homeroom will continue with chapter 8 in Religion as well as follow Joseph in his amazing journey in Genesis.

Junior High Social Studies and P.E. - Mr. Maestretti

7th Grade will continue our unit on African civilizations in social studies. In Religion we will focus on Jesus’ ministry
as a teacher.

6th Grade will begin studying the Mesopotamian region which was known as the first culture to domesticate plants and
animals on a large scale. We will have our unit 5 spelling pre-test and the first weeks’s assignment due on Thursday this week.

8th Grade social studies will begin working on the rapid expansion of our nation in the first half of the 19th century.

D.O.G. week 11 quiz Friday for 6th grade and week 12 quiz Friday for 7th and 8th grade.

This week in P.E. we will finish up Presidential Physical Fitness testing

Junior High Language Arts - Mrs. Casagrande

This Friday is a minimum day, but we will not have mass. Instead the Mass will be next Tuesday, December 8,
2009, at 8:15, to celebrate the Immaculate Conception of Mary.

Mustardseed projects must be in the classroom and ready to wrap by Friday, December 11, 2009. I would like to
thank Mrs. Love for donating all of the backpacks for this project so the students can spend their money on all the neces-
sities. If anyone can donate wrapping paper, it would be greatly appreciated!

RELIGION - 8" grade -We will begin working with chapter 5 in our Confirmation Book. They will have a test on this
chapter by next Tuesday, December 8, 2009. They will work on their Wisdom/Integrity final drafts in the computer lab. Mr.
Cull will continue with “The Theology of the Body” each Monday morning. The 8™ grade will begin working on the Christmas
Program this week. They received their parts last week and a copy of the script. Please encourage them to know their parts well.

6™, 7™ and 8" Grades Language Arts

In ENGLISH - This week we will do DOL, Week 12, and the test will be on Friday for the 8" grade and on Thursday for
6" and 7th. 8™ Grade will have homework for the CHSPT. 6™ and 7" grades will finish section on pronouns this week. They
will have words to memorize for the Christmas Program.

8™ GRADE LITERATURE — Huck Finn - We will continue to read and work with questions for chapters 30-35. They
will work on questions, but they will not have any more chapter tests. When this novel is finished they will have a final — so
these chapter questions are very important.

7" GRADE LITERATURE - Tom Sawyer - We will continue reading chapters 29 - 33 and write facts for each chapter.
They will work in the computer lab on each section of their book reports on Criterion.

6" GRADE LITERATURE - Dragonwings - They will begin reading this wonderful novel. This week we will discuss
the author and the historical facts in this novel. We will read chapters 1-2 this week and they will answer questions.

The students will have Mass this Wednesday so please have them arrive to school by 7:55 A.M. Thank you for all
you do. Have a great week!

Art Classes - Mrs. Whalen
Dear Presentation Families, I would like to work with some of our families that have experience with the ART SHOW. This im-
portant effort has been a part of your child's past Presentation experience. If you have the time, talent, and patience to walk me
through my first ART SHOW, I would be very happy to accept the help. Please contact me by calling the office and leaving your
name, child's name and your phone number or email so that [ may respond. Thank you for your time, and thank you for the dona-

tions of needed supplies you have already made.
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Student Council:
Mrs. Donahue

No rest for the representatives! This week we launch our
Christmas stocking drive, and 8™ grade works to provide
school supplies for Mustard Seed. We have a meeting on
Thursday at lunch. Hot chocolate, maybe? Thanks for a
great effort on the Thanksgiving Prayer Service
and the St. Vincent de Paul canned food drive.
You guys are awesome!
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Hello Sports Fans:
All teams have practice this week!

All basketball coaches (1-8),thank you
for attending the PCA Meeting at Jesuit
High School. Please be sure to contact the
office if practices times change, and please
give us 24 hour notice.

Happy Sweating,
M Mrs. Kathleen Baggett
Mathlab will have a new schedule:
Mathlab will be open for all levels on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 3:15-4:15. ":o o Q':o ::‘5:' P .,'.:' o, '.:' o,
os o O09S o8 oS
If you are in need of specific tutoring, try to let me
know either early that day or the day before so
that I can have plenty of tutors available for you.
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% . . % resentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Scholastic Book Fair Advent Tree
# The Scholastic Book Fair will start on ¢
Sunday, De.cember 13, 2009, and run Benefits WIND,
through Frlqay, December 18, 2909. Ind (youth on the streets)
il Each grade will have an opportunity to il St. Vincent De Paul and
it visit the book fair during the day as well it Wel | spring Women?éols
n as during morning and lunch recess. 2 Please take a tag from the tree in the
The book fair will also be open after school office or Church Vestibule, purchase
% school until 3:30 P.M. If you would like i the gift, and bring it back to the school office or
& please contact &
4 Mrs. Sutton at (916) 806-0359. 4
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34.00 BREAKFAST
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JOIN US FOR
PRESENTATI ON SCHOOLGOGS
Annual
SANTA BREAKFAST

CRAFT FAIR

SUNDAY DEC. 13TH 8:00 -4:00
3100 NORRIS AVE.

ADVANCE TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT THE SCHOOL OFFICE OR BUY AT THE DOOR
OVER 30 DIFFERENT CRAFTERS

PICTURES WITH SANTA $2.00




